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Our Virtual Connection

In modern society, we have completely redefined socialization, and given it several new categories. Human interaction and connection used to be a pretty simple thing to define; two or more individuals were together in person, exchanging ideas, and getting to know one another. Of course, long distance communication has always been available to people via hand written letters, and became easier when telephones became readily available to society. As time progressed, we had the invention of the household computer, which connected us to the Internet; a virtual space in which almost every computer has access to. Once this craze began, it became even easier for people of great distances to get to know one another, and not long after would this revolutionize every aspect of our lives that we know. In today’s world, one could shop online, tweet every thought, find new friends on Facebook, download an entire book, or even find a significant other. Generations of the past believe that my generation is being consumed by the Internet and becoming socially inept, but I disagree. In selected Social Media essays, I saw authors argue that Facebook has made a generation of fake people, and overall has made them less socially capable; while other authors argued that websites such as Facebook aren’t necessarily a bad thing, but merely just a barrier between generations that is misunderstood. The Internet and social media is merely a medium for communication, being in the heart of this generation being “raised in virtual space” I see a great deal of people with great social abilities, and believe that every generation has people that can be classified as socially inept or anti-social, and the Internet makes my generation’s number of such individuals no greater than other generations’. It simply has redefined this label.

In an essay titled, “The Fakebook Generation,” by Alice Mathias, we see an argument on how the popular social networking site Facebook is really a virtual theater where people put on their best show for their audience consisting of their newly defined “friends.” In this essay, Mathias argues the points I see flaws in: “Facebook purports to be a place for human connectivity, but it’s made us more wary of real human confrontation” (Mathias 240). Mathias sees a problem with Facebook, because she believes that it is causing our youth to be less capable of social interaction than previous generations were. I disagree with Mathias on numerous levels. We have a medium of great socialization, and she assumes that children will be glued to their computer screen and it will turn them into brainless zombies who only know how to type and not know how to speak on a personal level. It is entirely possible to exist on the Internet and in social media and at the same time thrive in face-to-face scenarios.

I am at the heart of this generation that has been raised in cyberspace. For about one fifth of my life now, I have been a Facebook member, and even longer than that, I have existed in other online games, or been communicating using the Internet and using it as a primary source of information. Although I communicate quite often on Facebook and have been using it for a long time now, I do not believe that I am less developed in a social sense than my older counterparts. Not only have I lived through Facebook myself, but I have been raised by others who have to, and I have surrounded myself with friends in a social circle who all exist on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, or possibly had a MySpace at one time. Throughout my scholastic career, I have met people who seem socially awkward, or not as comfortable around people, but do I blame Facebook or Twitter for this phenomenon? No, absolutely not. This is because almost all of my friends exist on the cyber space, and every single one of them is completely social and capable of making and keeping new friend. 
Every generation has their group considered to be outcasts, and ours is simply defined as those who enjoy their existence more on the Internet more than they do in person, and in turn become less social. But if we think about it, past generations have had this same issue, only in a different disguise. Before the Internet, there were groups of kids who were classified as outcasts, but instead of being Internet junkies they existed in another reality, possibly one of card games or board games, well known examples being “Dungeons and Dragons” or “Pokemon.” Other forms of reality that exist are books or movies, so long before the Internet came about people would rather sit home and read a book and exist through their character than socialize in the real world, possibly making them inadequate in social situations. Any medium of reality in which one can replace social interactions with has a possibility of making one socially inept, and it has existed far before the Internet, let alone Facebook.

“Social Networking: Crossing Digital Divide Can Pay Dividends” by Reid Goldsborough is another essay informing us about social media that gives great insight. Goldsborough tackles an issue that the other essays at hand really did not comprehend like he did, and that is age. Goldsborough relates the users on Facebook and Twitter being young to the old saying, “you can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” He has a point when he states, “The fact is that new techniques have always been adopted more readily by young people” (Goldsborough 251). Young people have the ability to be molded by something, so that the things surrounding them and in their social circles become second nature, and a way of life, something that old people truly can not understand. Goldsborough makes numerous points afterward, and explains how one can be socially successful while also existing on Facebook or other forms of social media. He describes that it comes naturally with a healthy balance. Social media works best when it is mixed with face-to-face personal interactions. When Facebook can be used to catalyze real events such as dinner dates or meetings with friends is when it can be utilized to its full potential and create those of us who exist in the real world and the virtual world and can thrive in both (Goldsborough 252). 
I have been on social media for a long time, and throughout this time I have been in a world with friends, and could even temporarily escape the watch of my parents because I knew that they did not exist in this world, I could be free from their reign and be my own person. I saw my time on the Internet as something personal and liberating, even though it was technically being done on a public website that all my friends could see. But even still, I would minimize or close a page I was on when one of my parents came by because I defended this space that was mine. With my own personal experiences, I can clearly see that there is a divide between generations when it comes to social media or the Internet in general, and we can still argue: old people just don’t get it. Although, now times are different, for my mom exists on Facebook these days and I could argue that she probably uses it more than I do, or ever did, and more efficiently, for that matter. Now that my mother exists on Facebook, is she more socially inept? No. Although it is different because my mother was not raised on Facebook like other kids were, it still proves a point. Facebook or other social media do not just change you, and there is a possibility that one can exist in both worlds and still be highly efficient and successful in both.

